The Really Wrecked Sea Angling Club
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Where’s my Redgill?


O

kay, it’s true, the Really Wrecked Newsletter got caught up on a huge lump of rusting laziness on the bottom, and I had to pull for a break. So at last I’ve managed to tie on a new rig and drop back down again. And straight away I’m into a fish, which is what you’re reading now. But don’t expect a 30lb cod of a newsletter, oh no, this is more of a pouting or maybe a doggie.

The huge gap between this newsletter and the last means that there is an enormous amount of news to catch up on, but you won’t find any of that nonsense here. Oh no. You’ll have to wait a couple of weeks/months/years* (delete as appropriate) for that.

Instead, consider this an info sheet on the forthcoming Weymouth trip. If you haven’t got yourself signed up for the Weymouth trip, don’t just bin this, first consider your excuses for not going, then realise how feeble they really are, and finally weep for such a missed opportunity. Then read on anyway…

First a plea

It was all going so well, too. But here, we are, two weeks to go, and we’re one place short of a full complement of 16. Clearly we’re fairly (desperately) keen to fill it. If any of the few club members who aren’t coming are still weeping as instructed above, then stop blubbing and phone Adam now (phone number at the end of the newsletter), remembering  to apologise profusely for leaving it so late.

But we can’t wait around for a change of heart from one of our lost brethen. No, we really do need to fill that place, so if there’s anyone who knows of anyone who might want to come along for some fantastic fishing, jolly evenings, and the nightly display by the Adam Frost Chilli-Eating Display Team (the Brown Devils), then get them to make that call, or call Adam yourself on behalf of your buddy. Obviously they’ll need the itinerary, so here it comes.

Weymouth facts

We head down to Weymouth on Thursday night, fish Friday and Saturday and return home on Sunday, exhausted but triumphant, bearing heavy bags crammed with the bounty of the sea.

There are two crews, and each crew has one day fishing inshore and one day fishing offshore. The species pursued is down to the skipper’s advice on the day and the preferences of the crew, but inshore trips could feature:

· Black bream and cod from a variety of rough ground marks

· Blonde ray from the Kidney Banks

· Thornback ray, huss and tope from various other rough ground marks

· Turbot and brill from the Shambles Bank

And the offshore trips could feature:

· Black bream, cod, pollack, conger and bass from a variety of wrecks.

Rods and reels

For black bream, pollack, cod, turbot, brill and bass you’ll need a 12lb or 20lb class rod and a light multiplier reel (about 6500-7000 size) filled with 12 or 20lb b.s. line.

For rays, tope and conger, a 30lb class rod will do fine, teamed with a 10000-sized multiplier filled with 30lb line (braided line is best in the fierce tide run around the Kidney Banks, but mono will do). A 50lb class rod and reel is better for conger, and would be okay for tope and rays (especially if you’re using braid).

At a pinch you could get away with using 30lb class gear for everything, though the smaller species won’t be able to put up much of a fight.

If you don’t have any gear, or would like to borrow light or heavy gear for one of the days, please phone Adam right away. We do have a certain amount of spare gear to lend people, but we will be allocating it beforehand, so if you don’t phone, you’ll probably find yourself stuck with whatever the skipper has got lying around in the boat.

End tackle

Obviously this depends on the species you’re after but here are some rigs and hints for those that want them.

Black bream Running leger or 2/3 hook paternoster. Small hooks essential, size 2-4 fine wire hooks are best. Use worm tipped with squid strip or just squid strip baits.

Inshore cod Baited feathers or running leger, with mackerel and squid on the hook. Hook sizes around 6/0.

Wreck cod and pollack Pirks on killer gear (2-3 hook paternoster with muppets/feathers etc.), or redgills/jelly worms on a flying collar (essentially a running leger with a long trace).

Blonde ray Heavy bite leader (150lb+ mono) of 1-1½ft in length attached to a single 6/0 hook or Pennell rig at one end, and to a swivel at the other. Tie around 10ft of 35-50lb mono to this to give you a long flowing trace to work in the tide. This is fished as a running leger. Baits are mackerel fillet or flapper.

Tope Same rig as for blonde ray, though with a shorter overall trace length – about 6-8ft is about right. 

Conger Another heavy bite leader, but people usually use a much shorter overall hooklength – up to 3ft. Hooks need to be big and strong – 8/0-10/0 in a forged pattern. Baits are usually  mackerel flapper or fillet, or squid/cuttlefish.

Brill and turbot Long (12ft) flowing trace on a running leger, with a size 4/0 fine wire hook. Baits are mackerel strip or sandeel (live or dead).

We will organise bait for both boats on both days, in consultation with the skippers, so you don’t have to worry about that.

Costs

B&B 3 nights in the splendour of the Sailor’s Return is £37.50

Boats for the two days will come to about £70 depending on the type of fishing we do.

Bait No more than £10 for the two days, probably a lot less.

Food and drink Packed lunch made by the cook and the Sailor’s Return is about £2 and the evenings will probably cost you around £30 a night unless you are:

a) Paul Myles: In bed by 8pm, the evenings cost 30p for a phonecall to a bedtime story hotline.

b) Adam Frost : In bed by 8am, drink around £400 per evening plus an additional £5000 per night spent on women of dubious virtue.

c) Steve Newham: Costs as for Adam Frost but all monies “borrowed” from other club members, leaving total cost to you of £0.

d) A catcher of many club records: Every record landed means the angler responsible must buy a round of drinks for the anglers on his boat. This applies even if the record is beaten by another fish taken later that day (or even prior to it if on the other boat).

e) A shareholder in Allied Insurance: The pay-outs covering breakages and loss of Beef’s tackle will bankrupt the company, rendering your shares worthless.

f) Chris Grant: An extra £500 petrol money is required to cover returning to Scoop’s house on six occasions for the various items of tackle that he will undoubtedly forget.

g) Steve Newham (again): Take an extra ton to cover the valeting costs to your car for the removal of rancid saveloy deposits from the glove compartment, boot, door pockets, sweet tray etc. 

Help is at hand

Adam is organising a grand lead/pirk-making-and-rig-tying-afternoon, to ensure we don’t run out of these essentials during the trip. This will take place on the afternoon of Saturday July 22nd, and everyone is welcome. Most people use the club gear from time to time, so it would be great if there was a decent turnout to help.

Novices will learn lots about which rigs to use for which species and how to tie them, while experienced anglers are needed to help show others what to do. It’ll be a laugh and everyone is welcome, even Colin. Lead or lead moulds are especially welcome. Call Adam to confirm time and place.

Getting there

As many as want to can meet at Adams’ house (address at the end) at 6pm on Thursday the 27th of July. There we will transfer our gear into Smedley’s enormous van and begin the 2½ hour drive down to the Sailor’s Return. We won’t go in convoy, as no-one will be able to keep up with Adam’s superb driving as he pushes his 306 well past the limit on the autobahn (or A276 as it is known).

If you need a lift down, call Adam ASAP, as we’re sorting out transport right now. Similarly, if you have a place free in your car, let Adam know, so we can match cars to passengers. All passengers must be prepared to contribute their share of petrol money.

If you need directions, call Adam, and he’ll set you right. If you get stuck in Weymouth trying to find the Sailor’s Return, call me on my mobile: 07798 625064.

See you there,

Ben

Adam’s contact details:

12 Mountfield Road, Lewes

home phone: 01273 478886

work phone: 01306 743744

email: a.frost@ukintpress.com
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